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“The city of tomorrow - a planner’s view”
Presented by Pierre Laconte

Ihe UN estimated world population in 2050 will be 9 billion compared with 6.5 billion today. Another
estimated 2.5 billion inhabitants will need shelter by 2050. The majority of this growth will be in urbanised
areas. Meanwhile the oil production peak will reduce fossil fuel energy supply, while natural resources will
be under growing stress. Climate change mitigation and adaptation will generate additional constraints.
Ihese issues are intrinsically linked to spatial development patterns. City and regional planners need to be
poised to help address them. Traditional models serving as time-tested examples for future developments,
allied to new technologies may help generate innovative planning tools for sustainable urbanisation and
low energy cities. But governance is the prerequisite for implementation.

Comparative studies about the size and population of the world’s largest conurbations like Istanbul, New
York, London, Mexico and Shanghai, suggest a common quest for a governance blueprint, including a
framework for adaptation to demographic growth and climate change. The regions of fast demographic
growth, triggering urban development pressures, will compete for scarce open land.

By contrast areas of old industry and services will be faced by a growing oversupply of built space, a
combination of urban sprawl and shrinking population. In both situations most of today’s built stock and
nfrastructures should still be there in 2050. Besides energy savings in new constructions, with the help
of “low-energy” and recycling-friendly maternials, the saving of the energy stored in existing constructions
and neighbourhoods, beyond any heritage considerations, iS making a case for refurbishing. The
implementation of both emissions cuts and energy supply, and related demand management, will require
a new form of “planning with nature”, a long-term exercise.



