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It is now thirty years since the þrst report commissioned 
by the Club of Rome . Thirty years 
on, the challenges of sustainable development are all the 
more pressing and all the more complex. The tremendous 
technological progress of the last few decades has allowed 
continued industrial growth; but the gap between the rich and 
the poor has widened and the pressure on our planetõs complex 
and delicate systems is greater than ever. Clearly, we cannot 
continue in this development path: It is simply not sustainable.

The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) 
in Johannesburg is a key opportunity for political leaders, 
civil society and the business community to agree on a new 
framework of solidarity and development for all people in the world that will 
respect the limits of natural resources. The new challenges concern social 
equity, cultural diversity, economic stability, ecological protection and the 
optimum use of the limited resources of the planet. This WSSD has to grasp 
the opportunity for a step change in implementation of a global culture of co-
operation; to create the condition for a continuous and world-wide sustainable 
dialogue within and among societies. 

In the current demographic transition, the world population will still grow to 
about 8-9 billion by 2050. The earthõs ecosystem, of which mankind is part, 
has a limited capacity to absorb the impact of human activities, But even within 
human society, the poverty is already beyond any decent limits. Many initiatives 
have been taken during the last thirty years, but are by far not enough to change 
course. In the mean time mankind faces another limit: the limit of time. It is still 
a most difþcult task to strike a balance ð a golden mean ð between humanityõs 
ambitions of growth, social equity and limits on resource use. We must seek 
new frameworks for rational use of natural and þnancial resources, based on 
education, local values and sustainable practices, consistent with the global 
reality, and on access to knowledge for all human beings. We must build a 
society with no limits to knowledge.

The Club of Rome brings together a unique combination of politicians, 
businessmen and leading scientists and the younger generation participates 
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The number of active members of the Club is limited to 100, drawn from the ýelds of business, 
science and politics. The Club additionally enjoys the active support of honorary members such 
as Mikhail Gorbachev, Jacques Delors, Richard von Weizsªcker and the King of Spain.
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through speciþc think tanks. This construction allows an interdisciplinary 
dialogue with the general public. The Statement builds on the preparatory work 
of the newly created Brussels-EU Chapter, and has been extensively discussed 
by the Members, notably in a special meeting in Brussels in May 2002.

It highlights again the need for a holistic approach to reorient technological, 
economic and social developments for the beneþt of all members of the human 
family. I recommend it to your attention.

Prince El Hassan bin Talal
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