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Preface

Wyzsza Szkota Biznesu—National-Louis University is one of the most successful private
business schools in East Central Europe. It is a driving example of the structural change of
the Polish Academic Community in the period of glorious transformation at the turn of the
XX and XXI century.

In spring 2004 WSB-NLU has decided to create new Research and Publication Programme
as an attempt to integrate three fields of academic and pragmatic reflection:

1) regional studies including the management of regional development

2) studies in the field of science and technology including knowledge management

3) European studies as an reflection on global challenges and strategic choices related to
the future of Europe

This Programme will be animated and coordinated by RECiIFER—Research Center for
European Regions founded by WSB-NLU. In this context the WSB-NLU has decided to create
a New European Publication Forum—defined as RECIFER—Eurofutures Publication Series
(REUPUS).

It is a great honor and pleasure for me to introduce the first volume of this New Series:
“Europe—The global challenges”.

Let me acknowledge in this place the generous grant of Bank Przemystowo-Handlowy
which creates the financial background for the publication of the first two volumes of

REUPUS.
Krzysztof Pawtowski

Rector of WSB-NLU
Nowy Sacz, December 157 2004,

Editorial introduction

This is the beginning of the RECGFER Eurofutures Publication Series. The first two
volumes of this series are dedicated to the European Parliament to promote
brainstorming reflection illuminating the global challenges and strategic choices
emerging in the European intellectual and political landscape of the XXI century.

The editors are expressing the hope that the New Series will find a favorable reception
in the environment of European academic and political communities. We are convinced
that the discussion related to the great European drama of the XXI century will find some
interesting contributions in the New Series.

* * %

The editorial process of the preparation of the two volumes was a beneficiary of the
intellectual capacity and good will of 60 eminent personalities from 12 European countries.
Naturally the evaluation of the final results of this effort is allocated to all persons who will
read the volumes and find some time for critical reflection related to their content.

The Editors have however a pleasant obligation to express the deep feeling of gratitude
to all Authors who have prepared contributions to be published in the two first volumes of
the New Series.

We hope that the Authors will appreciate the editorial shape of the two volumes. In
the final sentences of the editorial introduction let us say that our volumes were built
on the foundation of the pluralistic philosophy open to Authors representing different
academic and pragmatic value judgments. This is the only way to promote an open-minded
discussion related to the Future of Europe.

Antoni Kuklinski Krzysztof Pawtowski

Nowy Sacz, Christmas 2004 — New Year 2005.
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Vivant sequentes

The publication of the Twin Volumes should be seen not as an end but as a beginning
of a new stream of theoretical, methodological, and pragmatic reflection being an holistic
inquiry into the history and the Future of Europe. The panorama of problems and issues
which can be discussed in this context is very broad and comprehensive.

To start this brainstorming intellectual venture let us mention only three topics:

1) the identification, analysis, and evaluation of the turning points in the historical and
prospective experiences of Europe in the years 1950-2050,

2) the development of a new substantive and methodological structure of a challenging
field which can be called—"The New Futurology for Europe”. We should be not
afraid to use the term “futurology” in relation to the European experiences. Just
the opposite—this field should be promoted very strongly using both cognitive and
pragmatic motivations.

3) The design and implementation of a grand European research Programme—"Europe—
the global challenges and strategic choices”.

The Twin Volumes supply a rich set of contributions which are direct inputs into the
processes of formulation and implementation of this Grand Programme. Our Mind and Will
should transform these inputs into an brilliant output—the Programme:

“Europe—the global challenges and strategic choices”.

* % %

It is a great laudatio to see in the network of cooperation of sixty Personalities—the
authors of the Twin Volumes—a sui generis virtual global institute functioning without the
traditional privilege of a face to face contact in the form of a conventional conference
creating the background for a post-conference volume. | think however that in the near
future after the publication of the Twin Volumes we should try to organize a conference:
“Europe—the global challenges and strategic choices”.

We can expect that the intellectual and pragmatic output of this Conference will be very
significant for the spirit and matter of the holistic inquiry into the Future of Europe and
for the promotion of the concept of the New Futurology. The Conference could provide
a big push for the development of ideas, approaches, and proposals presented in the Twin
Volumes.

Nowy Sacz — Warszawa, February 6th 2005.
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